North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
1st July 2026 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Lisa Edwards (Vice Chairman), Tim Bennett,  Richard Farrar and Garry Elliott. Also present Mike Richards (Clerk). 
1. Apologies for absence were received and accepted from John Ellacott.   

2.  Public participation - an opportunity for residents to comment on any items on the agenda or to raise any questions or concerns. No matters raised 
3. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
Matters arising from the Annual Meetings held on 13th May 2026:
There were no matters arising and the minutes of both meetings were then agreed as a true record. Proposed by Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr Bennett.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as true records. 
      4.     Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
      5.     Administration
              a) Village Garden – new Trust and Trustee status. In the continuing, prolonged absence of 
              Cllr Hull, Cllr Elliott, as a qualified solicitor, has agreed to take on the responsibility for 
              progressing this important issue. The clerk had attempted to contact Cllr Hull to request the 
              return of all relevant papers, but with no success. The clerk handed over to Cllr Elliott the 
              background papers of the Trust and the Chairman will make further efforts to contact Cllr Hull 
              to request the return of all other documents.
              b) “Rigton Crossing” – the follow up meeting is now scheduled for 15th September at 7.00pm, 
              at St John’s Church. It is hoped that all relevant parties (ie NYC Highways, NY Police and 
              Network Rail) will attend. 
              c) Items from the Annual Parish Meetings.
              No matters arising.
              d) Website management. The clerk had circulated a draft job description/contract for 
              councillors’ approval. Councillors indicated their agreement although Cllr Elliott did suggest 
              the addition of a clause specifying the notice period required for termination (for both parties) 
              The clerk undertook to amend accordingly.
              e) Parish Council workshops. Although no North Rigton Councillor had been able to attend, 
              the clerk confirmed that his understanding was that the content of the workshop had been to 
              explain the role of various NYC departments, notably Highways, and whilst this was 
              interesting for attendees, there was no information forthcoming of actual impact on parish 
              councils as a whole.
      6.     Finance. 
              a) Approval of expenditure.
           [image: image1.emf]PAYMENTS

Since 28/04/2026

M Richards May Sal £239.57

M Richards June Sal £239.57

HMRC - PAYE £142.37

HMRC - PAYE £142.37

M Richards - website £14.41

Almond Garden Services £439.00

YLCA subscription £245.00

Gala cash float £700.00

Almond Garden Services £219.50

Stuart Bush - grass cut £450.44

S Hopkins - honorarium £200.00

Business Stream - water £14.47

£3,046.70


	   
Councillors approved the above 12 payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets. 
b) Bank reconciliation.
The clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation for the period  28th April to the 28th June, showing the opening balance of £5102.79, less payments of £3046.70, plus receipts of  £5640.96, giving a closing balance of £7697.05. This reconciles to bank balances of £1619.63 and £6077.42, totalling £7697.05. This reconciliation is driven by the bank’s operational procedure of producing monthly bank statements always ending on the 28th of the month. The Chairman accepted this reasoning but asked, for the future, to provide greater clarity by recording actual bank balances at the time of the meeting.
c) Annual Accounts/AGAR – the clerk confirmed that the Certificate of Exemption had been submitted to and accepted by the External Auditors. In accordance with the regulations, no Audit Certificate will be issued.
	
	
	
	


 7.   Planning
 Applications
 a) 26/02641/FUL - Demolition of existing outbuilding and terrace and formation of new
 outbuilding. Spout House, Church Hill, North Rigton. “No Objections” response submitted,  
 following email consultation with councillors. Councillors formally ratified the submission.     
 b) Decisions. None notified.




      8.   Governance
            IT Policy – Councillors formally adopted the IT Policy, previously circulated by the clerk. Noted 
            that the policy was closely based on the NALC template.
      9.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
            As recorded in the May minutes, the Chairman and clerk had met with NYC Highways Officers 
            highlighting areas of concern throughout the village. An action plan had been agreed which 
            included: 
            a) High Moor Road – complete full road-width resurfacing. from the top of Rigton Hill, all the 
            way down to the Nor Beck bridge.
            b) apparent water leak opposite the School on Hall Green Lane – officers  to raise with 
            Yorkshire Water to confirm responsibility;
          c) Rigton Hill - blocked drains and potholes. 
          d) Blocked drains outside Chapel 
          e) Brackenwell Lane – water flooding following sustained heavy rain. Well culvert and 
              piping will be checked via camera inspection.
          f) Church Hill – water flooding as f) above. Will be monitored and action taken if 
              necessary.
          All the above issues will be tackled as part of the major works to be undertaken on High Moor 
          Road, but this was planned to be done in June and there is still no indication when it will be 
          completed. The clerk will raise again with Highways, copying in senior officers to stress the 
          urgent need for action.
          g) Speed bumps – Rigton Hill, Hall Green Lane. Discussed with the Highways Officers who 
          asserted that they would probably not be effective on Hall Green Lane, due to parked cars and 
          would anyway be too expensive. Rigton Hill would be a possibility, and further consideration will 
          be given although cost could be prohibitive.
 
  10.   Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
          a) New Garden Gate. Councillors all agreed the new gate was a big improvement and should 
          be long lasting. Cllrs Farrar and Elliott undertook to examine the wooden fencing again to 
          determine whether a repair with new posts but using the existing inserts, would be possible.
          b) “Bradley Bench” repair/reconstruct. As previously reported, Cllr Farrar has managed to 
          source suitable hardwood timber and has reconstructed the bench. All councillors (based on 
          sight of photos) congratulated Cllr Farrar on an excellent job. Discussion then ensued on the 
          best location for the bench. Several sites were considered but it was eventually resolved to re-
          locate the bench in the Village Garden, particularly as the existing benches were becoming 
          dilapidated and needed replacing.
          c) Gala report. This year has seen a very successful Gala, helped by the excellent weather and 
          plentiful helpers! Particular thanks to the Square and Compass for their generous contribution 
          (as ever) and the impromptu entertainment provided by Ian Rowbotham! 
          d) Bus shelter. The clerk has received a communication from Openreach, informing that access 
          is required to cabling situated under a manhole cover. Unfortunately the wooden bus shelter 
          adjacent to Church Hill, is on top of the manhole and would need to be removed to obtain 
          access. The clerk has replied stating that the Parish Council does not have the resources or 
          funding to remove or replace the shelter. Openreach is considering options.
          e) Bus route through village – a resident has contacted the Parish Council requesting the re-
          introduction of the bus route through the village. Councillors discussed and agreed that this was 
          worth pursuing and the clerk will contact the bus company to raise the issue.  

  11.  Other matters – None raised.
                 
  12.  Dates of next meetings:
                        
                        2 September at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                        4 November at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                        



 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 8.55
Signed







Chairman

